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Guild Celebrates 75 Years, New National Headquarters
n

Local Honors 3 Outstanding Awardees: George Spiro Dibie, Thomas Short, Ron Howard

S
More Guild
Scholarship
Winners, p 8

ome 1,500 members,
supporters and
friends gathered at
the Guild’s new
national headquarters on Nov.
8 to celebrate our 75th
Anniversary and mark the
coming of age of our union.
The celebration – which
honored Guild President
George Spiro Dibie, ASC,
Academy Award winning
filmmaker Ron Howard and
IATSE International President
Tom Short – allowed members
to celebrate themselves, tour
their new building and view
their accomplishments over
the last 75 years.
“This was a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity for the
Guild to showcase itself to the
industry and to the community
of Los Angeles,” said Director
of Photography Stephen
Lighthill, ASC, chair of the
Guild’s 75th Anniversary
Committee. “We were able to
reflect on where we’ve come
from and share this moment
with our friends in elected
office and in the industry and
to honor three outstanding
individuals who have made
such a difference in our lives.”
“I was proud to honor
President Dibie, who has been
at the helm of the Local for 20
years,” Lighthill said. The
Guild was also delighted to

Actor Hal Linden congratulates National President George Spiro Dibie on receiving
his Lifetime Achievement Award.

honor Tom Short, who has
transformed the IATSE into a
major force within our
industry; and Ron Howard,

the consummate filmmaker
who treats his crews with
dignity and respect.”
(Continued on page 4)

Guild Calls on Members to Support Striking Grocery Workers
n

UFCW Members Need Our Help to Hold the Line on Health Care

W

ith 70,000 grocery
workers fighting
to protect their
health care benefits in
Southern California, Local 600
and other entertainment
unions are joining the AFL-CIO
to pledge our support for
striking and locked out union
members during the holiday
season.
“These guys are fighting an
important battle for all
workers and they need our
support,” said Western
Regional Director Steve Flint.
“This strike is a line in the

sand. As the fight to save
health care in California goes,
so goes the nation’s fight to
obtain coverage for all
working families.”
The grocery chains are
asking workers who earn
$25,000 a year to pay $5,000
in health care costs, Flint
explained, plus they want to
take away their dental and
vision coverage.
To show our support and
help boost morale, dozens of
Guild members walked the
picket line with striking UFCW
members at the Pavilions in
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Holiday Season, p 2
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Member Spotlight:
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a Difference, p 7

Members of 600 and other unions rally at the Burbank Pavilions on Nov. 22.

Burbank, CA on Nov. 22, and
again on Dec. 4. The Guild
has adopted the Pavilions in

Burbank, CA (1110 W.
Alameda) as part of the LA
(continued on page 6)
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Letter from the National President

Once
Around
the Guild

Babies
• Camera Operator
Frederick Iannone and
wife Angela Nogaro
Iannone (Local 706) are
proud to announce the
arrival of Vincenza Lucia
Iannone, who weighed in
at 7 lbs 8 oz. and 21
inches on Oct. 20 at
10:43 PM.
• First Assistant Hunt
Hibler and his wife Enza
celebrated the birth of
their son, Jaxon Hunt
Hibler, who was born
Sept. 11 at West Hills
Hospital. He weighed in
at 7 lb., 8 oz. and was
19 1/2" long.
• The family of First
Assistant Wally
Sweeterman and wife
Cherie grew by one with
the birth of third son
Chance Matthew on Aug.
9. The newest
Sweeterman weighed 8
lbs and measured 20”.

75 Years and Proud of It!

O

ur 75th anniversary celebration was a smashing
success on many levels. Some 1,500 members,
friends, supporters and families came out to wish
us well, eat and drink and party the night away.
But our celebration also gave us the opportunity to honor
some very special people who have been crucial to this local
and to our work on the sets.
To begin with, I can’t tell you how very touched I was to
receive a lifetime achievement award from this local. After
nearly 20 years, you are my family. We’ve laughed together,
cried together and been through good times and bad. I
appreciate you and love you all and am humbled by your
award. Thank you.
But we also got to celebrate two other very important
people to our industry – International President Tom Short,
who has transformed the role of the IATSE in our industry,
and Ron Howard, who has demonstrated the utmost dignity
and respect for his crews. I was honored to share the stage
with and be counted among two such giants who have helped
our members so much.
It was also an important celebration in other ways. First,
it re-introduced us to the motion picture and TV industry
community. For the first time, people driving down Sunset
Blvd. can see our name, “International Cinematographers
Guild,” written in big letters on our very own building. It
means we’re here to stay.
Second, it was a true celebration of the members, by the
members, for the members. Our building is decorated with
some of our members’ best work – crews on the sets,
historical photos and the Wall of Fame which announces the
11 most influencial cinematographers as voted by Local 600
members.

Toy Drive for
Striking Workers

And third, and probably
most importantly for us as
a labor union, it allowed us
to invite some of our
influential political friends
who can help make life
better for all of us at city,
state and national levels.
Apart from negotiating
contracts and excellent benefit plans, one of the most
important things we do as a labor union is to be active in
politics. As the political landscape changes, and different
parties and people occupy the White House and each of our
respective states’ highest offices, our fortunes change with
them. When adversaries of working families are in power,
they can wipe out 50 years of hard-won progress with a
single swipe of a pen. If we are not careful overtime
protection will be taken away; pension safeguards will be
gutted; and unemployment benefits will be rolled back.
To ensure that working families continue to have a voice
in government, we must have elected representatives who
fight for our interests. We help elect our friends to office so
they can carry our message to the highest chambers where
these decisions are being made.
But we must all act together for our voice to carry. So join
us. Get involved in our campaigns. We have spent the last 75
years becoming more effective advocates for you. We should
all be proud to be Local 600 members. Onward for another
75 years!

George Spiro Dibie, ASC
National President

Giving Proper Credit
In our recent 75th
anniversary tribute book, we
inadvertantly failed to credit
Still Photographer Chris
Jurgenson, whose stunning
photograph of one of our
Steadicam operators in
action, appeared on page 73.
We apologize for any
inconvenience this may have
caused. Chris’ photo, along
with photos of other Local
600 Still Photographers,
appears on the walls of our
new National Headquarters.

Help support our striking brothers and
sisters on the grocery store picket lines this
holiday season. Please contribute to the LA
County Federation of Labor community
services program, which is helping these
workers during the holidays. Contributions
of money or unwrapped toys should go to
Labor Community Services, 2130 W. James
Wood Blvd., LA 90006. For more
information, please call Steve Neal at
(213) 427-9044.
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News Briefs
Guild Honors Adam
Holender with Lifetime
Achievement Award
As part of the celebration
of our 75th Anniversary, the
Guild presented a Lifetime
Achievement Award for
cinematography to Adam
Holender, ASC during the first
annual Production Expo Plus
Conference in New York on
Oct. 30. The awards are
presented to talented people
who have excelled in their art
form and have contributed to
production in the New York
community.
“Adam Holender overcame
formidable obstacles in pursuit
of his dream of freely
expressing his artistic instincts
as a cinematographer,” says
ICG National President George
Spiro Dibie, ASC. “He has
created a distinguished and
innovative body of work that
has made an indelible
impression on the art form.”
Many of Holender’s most
memorable narrative films
revolve around New York,
where he has lived since
migrating from his native
Poland in 1966. He was in the
front ranks of a new wave of
cinematographers who
brought a new way of thinking
to the film industry during the
1970s. His body of work
includes such classic films as

Midnight Cowboy, The Panic in
Needle Park, The Effect of Gamma
Rays on Man-in-the-Moon
Marigolds and To Kill a Priest.

IATSE Hosts Fundraiser for
Gephardt
With the battle to unseat
George Bush in the 2004
Presidential election heating
up, Local 600 members and
officers joined more than 300
IA members, labor officials
and local leaders at the Local
80 Soundstage Nov. 19 in
Burbank for a fundraiser to
help support IATSE-backed
candidate Rep. Dick Gephardt
(D-MO).
IA International President
Tom Short, LA County
Federation
of Labor
ExecutiveSecretary
Miguel
Contreras,
state
Senator
Gloria
Romero,
IA
Western
Region
Rep Joe
Aredas, DGA National
Executive Director Jay Roth
and others touted Gephardt as
the best choice for working
families.

“Health and pension have
been at the very top of IATSE’s
agenda,” noted President
Short. “We’ve fought very
hard at the negotiating table to
preserve those two things for
our members. Congressman
Gephardt has a strong record
on these issues and he’s the
best candidate to represent the
IA and the needs of our
membership.”
Indeed, for Gephardt, the
battle to provide health care to
all working families is a very
personal one. “When my son
Matt was diagnosed with
cancer, our doctor told us that
there were some very
complicated and expensive
options available to us – only
because we had insurance,”

said Gephardt. “Matt is 32
and healthy today because he
got the care that he needed to
get. I want to make sure every
family has the same access to

health care that Matt had.”
The Congressman also
spoke adamantly about his
commitment to protecting and
promoting US jobs.

NY AFL-CIO Offers
Scholarships
The New York State AFLCIO will award a $2,000 a year
scholarship for four years to a
2004 graduating high school
senior who intends to pursue a
career in labor relations or a
related field.
To be eligible, the applicant
must be a 2004 high school
graduate, be accepted in a
course of study in labor relations
or a labor related interest at an
accredited institution of higher
education in NY and his or her
parent/guardian must be a
member of a union affiliated
with the NYS AFL-CIO,
Completed application
forms, including an essay on
“How Unions Help All
Workers,” are due by Apr. 15,
2004.
Finalists will be interviewed
and notified of a decision in
June. For application forms and
other information, please write
to: NYS AFL-CIO Scholarship
Committee, c/o Dr. Lois Gray,
Cornell University ILR School,
16 East 34th Street, 4th Fl.,
New York, NY 10016.

The Guild Goes Fishing
Participants Angle for More Time at Sea Next Year
For the second consecutive
year, Local 600 spent the last
weekend in September trolling
the Pacific Ocean in search of
the biggest albacore tuna the
high seas have to offer.
Thirty-eight Guild Members
boarded the First String and
spent the weekend fishing
Mexican waters with owner/
operators’ Bradley Phillips and
John Stratton and crew on a
beautiful fall day when the fish
were biting.
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“We were fishing for huge
albacore tuna and nearly
everyone caught a fish,” said
Western Regional Director
Steve Flint. “We had great
weather and found some very
dense concentrations of
albacore. They were in the 3040 lb range – bigger than last
year.”
Steadicam Operator Brian
Nordheim won the jackpot for
heaviest fish – a 76.5 lb opah.
Phillips and Stratton said the

opah was a rare catch,
usually caught only once or
twice a year. Nordheim
received a Local 600 fleece and
prize money. Second place
went to Kris Wilson, an
awards show operator who
caught the largest albacore on
the trip.
Aside from the huge
catches, most Guild members
returned to dry land feeling
invigorated. Operator Bonnie
Blake noted, “I had a great
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time being out on the ocean. It
took me completely away from
the problems of the world.”
According to Flint, response
has been so positive from the
trips this year and last year
that there may be two fishing
expeditions next year. One
would be a limited load, while
the other would be the
traditional larger load we’ve
done the past.

Once
Around
the Guild
Passings
• Director of Photography
Stephen Yaconelli passed
away on Oct. 29 at the age of
62. A memorial service was
held for him on Nov. 7 at Our
Lady of Mailbu in Malibu, CA.
• Carl Schaefer, a
member of the Publicists
Guild since 1937, passed
away in London, England on
July 20. He was 94. Schaefer
spent more than 60 years on
the Hollywood scene in a
several different high-end
capacities – including
executive positions with
Warner Bros. and The
Hollywood Reporter where he
created the Key Art Awards.
Schaefer was also an
accomplished freelance writer
whose work appeared in
Vanity Fair. He leaves behind
his daughter Susan Diane
Francis and grandchild
Bradley Scott Shepherd.
Remembrances can be sent to
the Alzheimer’s Society.
• Retired Operator Sean
Doyle passed away on Oct. 9
after a long illness. He retired
due to permanent disability.
He is survived by his wife
June and their 7- year-old
daughter. A memorial service
was held in his honor on Oct.
18 at Westwood Mortuary in
Westwood, CA.
• Brother Irving Dressler,
who worked in optical
animation, passed away on
July 24. He was initiated into
Local 841 in 1952 before
transferring to Local 644. He
retired on April 1, 1988.

Left: Honorees
IATSE International
President Tom
Short and Guild
President George
Spiro Dibie; Right:
Director Ron
Howard accepts his
Lifetime
Achievement
Award. Below, left:
75th Annivesary
Event Chair
Stephen Lighthill presents a Lifetime
Achievement Award to President Short.

Above: National Executive Director Bruce
Doering; Below: Bob and Rosalyn Feller.

Above, right: Fran Zell,
Marlene Mattaschiam,
Kim Gottlieb-Walker and
Jess Garcia with Dibie.
Right: Cinematographer
and Director Mikael
Salomon. Below: Dibie
poses with his family
and celebrity
presenters
Joanna
Kearns and
Hal Linden.

75 Years
(continued from page 1)
“It was a night befitting the
position of cinematographers
within the film industry,” noted
Local 600 member and ASC
President Richard Crudo.
“There was a great spirit
among membership and
everyone there. There was a
lot of forward thinking.”
Still Photographer Danny
Feld summed up the feeling of
many Guild members who
toasted the occasion, “The
evening made me proud to be

a 600 member.”
Among the speakers and
guests were U.S.
Congressmen Howard Berman
and Adam Schiff; state
Assemblyman Paul Koretz; Los
Angeles City Councilmembers
Tom La Bonge, Martin Ludlow,
Wendy Greuel and Eric
Garcetti; actress-director
Joanna Kearns and actor Hal
Linden, among others.
Representatives from dozens
of IA locals all across the
country also helped celebrate
the occasion.
“This union is a fine
example of what can be

accomplished when workers
come together and fight for a
common cause,” said Howard
Berman. “It’s been a privilege
for me to work with Local
600.”
La Bonge came bearing a
proclamation from the City
Council declaring Nov. 8, 2003
as International
Cinematographers Day.
Assemblyman Paul Koretz
presented a proclamation from
the state congratulating the
honorees for their dedication
and commitment to issues that
affect Guild members and all
entertainment industry
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workers.
But the real star of the gala
event was the new building
itself – located at 7755 Sunset
Boulevard, directly across the
street from our old facility.
“The building is so
impressive,” said Director of
Photography Steven Poster,
ASC. “It is exactly what it
needs to be. It’s efficient, but
not opulent. It’s great.”
Many attendees were
impressed by the crew shots
that adorn the walls of the
new headquarters. Still
Photographer Bill Dow noted,
“The photos really take you

through the history of the
industry. It shows you that the
crews are the stars – the real
heroes.”
“It has a real gallery feel to
it,” offered Operator Rob
Kositchek. “That says a lot
about who we are. I hope the
building serves a dual purpose
and that we give people in this
town access to it.”
Feld – who served on the
Building Committee – watched
the new building grow from
mere sketches into the
beautiful new home of Local
600. He noted that it would
not have been possible without

Camera Angles

Above, far left: Ron Howard chats with Salvatore
Totino, his cinematographer on The Missing; Above:
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lighthill
with Operator Rob Kositchek
and his father; Above, right:
IATSE International VP Matt
Loeb, Sec. Treas. Jamie
Wood, and VPs Eddie Powell
and Thom Davis; Left: Still
Photographer Danny Feld and
his wife, Rene.
City
Council
members
Wendy Greuel
(lleft), Martin
Ludlow (above, left)
and Tom La Bonge
(above, right);
Below left:
Congressmen
Adam Schiff and
Howard Berman.

a little help from our allies on
the LA City Council. “Tom La
Bonge was instrumental in
helping us obtain all the
proper permits. It was a good
example of our elected leaders
helping us in return for all the
support we’ve given them.”
In addition, the Guild
worked closely with Miguel
Contreras and his staff at the
L.A. County Federation of
Labor to ensure that union
members were hired to work
the event.
According to special events
manager Bob Wyar the
musicians were hired through
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Musicians Local 47, off-site
parking was handled through
the unionized 5 Star Parking
Co., the printer was union
printer Harman Press and
catering was handled through
Command Performance, which
is part of an organizing drive
to be the first unionized
catering company in Los
Angeles, with chefs in the
Teamsters and servers in the
Hotel Employees & Restaurant
Employees Union.
But the 75th anniversary
was more than a memorable
celebration; it marked the
beginning of the end of an era.

President Dibie – president of
the Guild since 1984 and the
only president of Local 600
since the merger in 1996 –
announced that he will retire in
May to spend more time with
his family.
“I have been proud to do
my duty serving the Guild, but
it is time for me to move on,”
said Dibie. “I love our
members and I’ll always work
for them. Now, I’m going to
spend a little more time
working for my family.”
Dibie leaves a rich legacy –
assisting with the merger of
the three camera locals,
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opening membership rolls,
instituting an unparalleled
training program and opening
the new national
headquarters.
Kositchek added, “I’m a
little melancholy that my
friend George is retiring, but
I’m very proud of President
Dibie. Receiving the Lifetime
Achievement Award was an
honor long overdue him.”
As many attendees
attested, it was a magical
evening, but it was not an end
to itself. Rather, the 75th
Anniversary celebration was
an opportunity to gird

ourselves for the battles that
lie ahead during these tough
fiscal times.
“It was a good celebration
of a terrific Guild,” said
Director of Photography
Haskell Wexler, ASC. “I hope
that we will continue to
celebrate aspects of unionism
that will aid our struggle
against business that would
like to get us cheaper and
longer. The building will be
great if what goes on inside
helps workers and I think we
now have the external
surroundings to make that
possible.”

Publicists Corner

41st Publicists Awards Nominations in the Mail

Ellen Kuras
Tapped for MUSE
Award
Cinematographer Ellen
Kuras, ASC was among a
distinguished panel of
honorees at the 2003 New
York Women in Film and
Television (NYWIFT) MUSE
Awards on Dec. 10.
Kuras joined Whoopi
Goldberg, Emma
Thompson and Bonnie
Hammer who were
honored for their
commitment to the
advancement of women in
the entertainment industry.
Kuras is no stranger to
awards. Her work has
garnered her international
acclaim, including Emmy
nominations, Sundance
Film Festival Awards, and
Eastman Kodak Focus
Award among dozens of
others. She has worked
withSpikeLeeF(our Little
Girls, Summer of Sam,
Bamboozled, Jim Brown: All
American), Ted Demme
(Blow), Rebecca Miller
(Angela, Personal Velocity),
Ellen Bruno (Samsara) and
Tom Kalin (Swoon, 30).

Publicists Awards: Get Out
the Vote!

Publicists Help CSATFE Kick

The ballots to nominate
members for the 41st Annual
Publicists Awards were mailed
to active members in good
standing on Nov. 18. Be sure
to make your choices and
return your ballot to the Guild.
If you haven’t received your
ballot, please contact Ellen
McCrea in Member Services.
Campaign presentations for
nominees of the Maxwell
Weinberg Showmanship
Award – Television will be held
on Dec. 9. Campaign
presentations for nominees of
the Maxwell Weinberg
Showmanship Award – Motion
Picture will be held on Jan. 6,
2004. Times and locations will
be announced soon. Keep an
eye on www.CameraGuild.com
for more info.
Those individuals or teams
interested in making a
presentation for their feature
film or TV program should
contact Assistant Business Rep
Tammy Gallinger via email at
tammy.gallinger@ipgla.com.

On Nov. 20, CSATF held an
Open House at its safety
training facility in Glendale
to officially celebrate the
kickoff of the new “Safety
Pass” program. Publicist Henri
Bollinger and other Guild
members helped organize and
attract media attention to the
well-attended event.
Among those attending
were IATSE President Thomas
Short; Secretary–Treasurer of
Teamsters Local 399 Leo Reed,
AMPTP President J. Nicholas
Counter III and Acting Chief of
Cal/ OSHA Len Walsh, along
with representatives from the
DGA, various IATSE Locals,
and numerous studio and
network executives.

offNewSafetyPassProgram

In Memoriam: Saul Kahan
Long-time publicist, friend
and colleague, Saul Kahan
passed away on Oct. 30. A
memorial was held in Saul’s
honour on Nov. 29 at the
Guild’s new national
headquarters in Hollywood.
The service was an intimate

UFCW Strike

(continued from page 1)

County Federation of Labor’s Adopt-a-Store
Campaign.
For the duration of the strike, all Local 600
members are encouraged to stop by the
Burbank store and show your solidarity with
the locked out workers. Flint added, “You can
bring food or hot coffee for the picketers, walk
the picket line, donate money or offer a
handshake and a pat on the back. Tell them
you’re from Local 600 and that you’re with
them.”
Special funds have also been set up to help
these courageous union members provide for
their families during the holiday season. To
donate money to aid the cause, visit: https://
secure.ga3.org/08/holdtheline/. For more info
about the fight to save health care, visit:
www.SaveOurHealthcare.org.
Help these workers hold the line for health
care for all of us!
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affair, attended by his closest
friends and colleagues. Some
of those in attendance included
Mr. and Mrs. George Folsey,
Director John Landis, Assistant
Business Rep Tammy
Gallinger, Marlene
Mattaschiam, Henri Bollinger,
Spooky Stevens, and Stuart
Fink, among others.

New Standard Agency
Contracts Now in Place
Renegotiations on Publicists
Standard Agency contracts
have been successfully
concluded. Signatories include
The Lippin Group, Wolf/
Kasteler, PMK/HBH, Inc.,
Jeffrey Walker Public Relations
and Jane Ayer Public Relations.

Reminders
Please be sure to contact
your union representative to
report all union and non-union
work. It is very important to
remember to send a copy of
your deal memo to your union
office.
To have your marriage,
birth or other personal
announcements included in the

Publicists Corner, please
contact Assistant Business
Rep Tammy Gallinger at
tammy.gallinger@ipgla.com
with the appropriate details.

Members Needed to Round
out PR Course at Ithaca
Local 600 Member Susan
Reiner is seeking experienced
publicists to guest lecture to
Ithaca College undergraduate
students as part of a course
in Public Relations Writing.
Publicists who have
backgrounds in Unit, Agency,
Network and Studio are being
sought. Classes start on Jan.
17 at Ithaca College’s small
campus in Los Angeles and
are scheduled to take place
during the evening.
Each semester the College
hosts about 100
undergraduate students for
industry-related internships.
While interning, the students
also take classes in their field
of specialty and study to enter
the public relations world.
For more information,
please contact Susan at:
stropiano@ithaca.edu

Clockwise from right: Operator
Ted Chu walks the line with Local
600 Business Rep Tim Wade; LA
County Fed Chief Miguel
Contreras introduces 600 National
Executive Director Bruce Doering
as LA City Councilmember Martin
Ludlow looks on; member pickets.
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Member Spotlight

Michael Goi, ASC on Making a Difference
n

Runaway Production, Digital Cameras Challenge Members

M

ichael Goi was
just seven
years old when
his film career
started, inadvertently, at a
friend’s birthday party. “They
showed 8 mm films — I had
been to the movies before, but
I’d never seen a projector,” he
remembered. “I was
fascinated by the strips of
plastic going through a
machine and causing pictures
to move.”
That was the beginning of
a long-term love affair with
film. However, it would be a
long journey from that day to
his recent induction into the
American Society of
Cinematographers and his
current gig on Hairy Tale with
Mathew Modine, a Franchise
Pictures and Warner Bros.
production currently shooting
in San Diego.
But one constant has

guys pay their dues and think
that’s the end of it,” he said. “I
never considered myself a very
political person, but in today’s
environment you have to get
active to make changes.”
Goi first started film making
while at Columbia College in
Chicago. “You get into this
business because you couldn’t
imagine doing anything else,”
said Goi in a recent interview
with his alumni magazine.
“You dream about shots. You
watch the way the sunlight
falls on a fire escape when no
one else around you even
notices it.”
His career goal set, he cut
his teeth shooting
documentaries in Chicago.
Documentaries, says Goi, are
a great discipline. “They force
you to come up with images
you have to find and grab on
the spot,” they said. “But they
didn’t pay well so I segued into

remained throughout his
career – his strong union
activism. Giving back to the
union and remaining active
have always been very
important to the Chicago
native, who has been an
alternate to the National
Executive Board for three
years and has regularly
taught at Local 600 seminars.
“Even at the beginning of my
career I was a member of
Local 666 in Chicago,” Goi
explained. “A lot of the young

commercials and fashion still
photography.” It was during
his gig as a fashion
photographer that he mastered
the art of lighting faces –
especially women.
Still, his love of moving
pictures tugged at him and
when he was offered his first
feature, Moonstalker, in 1988, a
low budget horror pic, he
jumped at the chance. Even the
18-day shooting schedule or
the $125,000 budget didn’t
deter him. “The film had its
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flaws, but I was reasonably
happy,” he said.
While Goi is supportive of
low-budget filmmaking, he is
also concerned about the
misconceptions involved in the
ostensibly less-expensive
digital formats. In a Sept. 22
letter to the editor in the LA
Times, he attacked director
Robert Rodriguez’s notion that
filmmaking, as opposed to
digital, is a hit-or-miss art
comparable to “painting with
your eyes closed.”
“Yeah, I guess Gregg
Toland was pretty damn lucky
he got the exposure right on
that burning sled in Citizen
Kane. I suppose Gordon Willis
should thank his lucky stars
that The Godfather just
happened to look as good as it
did,” Goi wrote. “And what a
lucky break that Conrad Hall
didn’t just end up with a lot of
blank film when he shot
American Beauty.”
But the notion continues, he
sighed. “At a Local 600
seminar recently, a student
asked me if digital cameras
don’t make our job obsolete,”
recalled Goi. “So I asked him,
‘If I give you an electric guitar,
do you become Eric Clapton?’”
Another big issue Goi is
concerned about is runaway
production. While he has
worked abroad on many
occasions in recent years, he
has his rules – he will not
work under another local’s
contract and he insists
producers pay his health and
pension contributions into the
Hollywood plans. “With
anything I’ve shot on foreign
soil, I insist the benefits go
where they will help Local 600
members.”
Of course foreign
producers generally balk at
first, he explained, but he has
always held firm. “It’s a nonnegotiable issue for me and,
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ultimately, I’ve
never lost a gig
because of it.”
As Goi
pointed out, it’s
in every
members’ selfinterest to do
the same: “If
the
contributions
are not paid into
the Hollywood
plans, 600 members are all
going to be in trouble when it’s
time to retire.”
Goi dismisses any notion
that a single person can’t
make a difference. One of the
films Goi is most proud of is
What Matters Most, shot in
Vega, Texas. The director, Jane
Cusumano, was dying of
breast cancer during the shoot.
“She was going through
chemo in the middle of the
film, but it was her life’s
dream to make a movie, so we
made the movie,” he recalled.
“Jane was a very, very sharp
first-time filmmaker and we
had a good time making the
movie.”
She died shortly after
viewing the first answer print
of a film that would eventually
run on the Lifetime network.
“It’s a testament to what
people with will power can
accomplish,” he said.

“A lot of the
young guys
pay their
dues and
think that’s
the end of
it...but in
today’s
environment
you have to
get active to
make
changes.”

Guild Fights Back Against Industry Journalists Attacking Our Craft
n

Response to LA Times Piece Sparks Apologies, Discussion

The Guild recently took the Los
Angeles Times to task for its lazy
attempt at journalism in a Sept. 12
story called “One Director’s Take on
the Latest Digital Camera.” In response
to our campaign, we heard back from
the manufacturer as well as the DP
who shared our disdain and pledged to
work with us to properly disseminate
information on the merits of digital
image capturing.
The story credited to Times Staff
Writer Patrick Day was the latest effort
from the Times to pump up the virtues
of digital image capturing for the
benefit of a specific manufacturer and
at the expense of serious filmmakers
everywhere who value all the tools
available to them to pursue their art
form.
As we’ve done in the past, the Guild
took on the Times and launched a
campaign on our web site and via the
ICG Magazine to help correct the
inaccuracies and unfounded hyperbole

rampant in the story.
The campaign generated dozens of
emails and faxes from Guild members
and captured the attention of the
entertainment community at large.
Specifically, Director of Photography
Michael Goi wrote an informative letter
to the editor chronicling his own
experience shooting both digitally and
on film that was published in the
Calendar section of the Times on Sept.
22.
Sony, the manufacturer whose
product line was lauded in the piece,
and Robert Rodriguez, the filmmaker
profiled, each contacted the Guild to
share their antipathy with the story.
“Sony called me and said they
were very disappointed with the Times,”
said Guild President George Spiro
Dibie, ASC. “Their development people
apologized on behalf of the entire
company for the remarks attributed to
members of the marketing
department.”

In the story, Yasuhiko Mikami,
national marketing director for movie
and TV applications, claims, “Shooting
in film is very much like improvisation,
like jazz. Sometimes, if you’re lucky,
you get the results right. There aren’t
many people in this town who are very
good at it.”
Speaking on behalf of the
immensely talented and generally
“right” cinematographers and camera
crews everywhere, Dibie noted, “There
is no luck involved. Either you have the
ability or you don’t, and that has
nothing to do with whether the camera
happens to record images on film or
digital media.”
Additionally, Robert Rodriguez,
whose experiences shooting with
Sony’s new HDWF900 on Once Upon A
Time in Mexico was the focus of the
story, wrote a nine-page, singlespaced letter to the Guild hoping to set
the record straight.
In his letter, Rodriguez writes, “I

absolutely share your disappointment
in the LA TIMES article…what you
read in the article is the excerpt of at
least several long-winded
paragraphs…I can assure you it is not
at all representative of the 50-MINUTE
INTERVIEW.”
In his letter, Rodriguez concludes
with an apology. “I want to apologize
to those that were offended by past
comments and articles that didn’t
capture the spirit of what I was trying
to convey, and for those articles that
are just ill conceived and badly edited
in general.
“I was very pleased to hear from
Robert,” said Dibie. “We don’t agree
with all of his opinions, but we can
appreciate his passion for filmmaking.
It’s a good dialogue, but it’s
unfortunate that we haven’t been
allowed to conduct it in such a
reputable publication as the LA Times.”
The Guild has yet to hear from the
Times regarding this campaign.

Celebrating More Guild Scholarship Winners
The Guild awarded nine
scholarships this year to the children of
our members. The last two issues of
Camera Angles have featured profiles on
six of our scholarship winners: Lina
Barr, Nicholas
Coss, Blair
Haws, Jodie
Jacobsen,
Jacob
Lonsdale and
Rachel
Walker. This
month we
profile the
remaining
scholarship
winners: Julia
Perri, Danielle Warner and Kayla
Winn. Each winner receives a $1,500
scholarship from the Guild to pursue
his or her higher education goals. You
can view the profiles of each of the
nine recipients online at
www.CameraGuild.com or you can check
out the Sept. issue of the ICG Magazine.

Julia Perri is a sophomore at the
University of Pittsburgh where she
majors in French and Politics and
Philosophy. Proud father and Assistant
Ralph Perri reports that she’s spent the
fall semester as part of Pitt’s Semester
at Sea program taking classes on a
floating ocean liner that is traveling to
nine different countries throughout
Asia, India, Africa and South America.
Danielle Warner
graduated from
Calabassas High
School last spring
as an AP Scholar.
The daughter of
Publicist Cheri
Dubey Warner
matriculated at
Tufts University in
Boston this fall,
where she is pursuing a major in
international relations. The budding
diplomat has already filled her resume
by interning for Congressman Brad
Sherman, working with the National

Student Leadership Conference and
helping found a number of
community groups in her home
town of Calabassas.
Kayla Winn is an honored
alumna of the North Hollywood
High School Biological Sciences/
Animal Studies Zoo Magnet and is
currently a sophomore at the
University of California, Davis where
she is pursuing
a degree in
Equine Studies.
Film Loader Curt
Winn’s daughter
has been riding
horses for about
half of her life
and dreams of
one day opening
her own clinic
for geriatric horses. The aspiring
veterinarian and accomplished violist
has already done stints with the Los
Angeles Zoo and the Los Angeles
Equestrian Center.
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